Sir, Reply to Dr Spaeth
We would like to thank Dr Spaeth for his kind comments and heartily agree with him that iridotrabecular angle is but one of a myriad of anatomical characteristics of the iridotrabecular recess that is likely to determine risk of contact between iris and trabecular meshwork. However, it is one with a proven association between evidence of anterior segment pathology (PAS) and glaucomatous optic neuropathy.
1 Dr Spaeth's classification identifying iridotrabecular angle, iris profile, as well as the apparent and true level of iris insertion is currently unsurpassed for describing gonioscopic anatomy in cases of angle-closure. 2 However, the advent of UBM and OCT imaging of anterior segment structures has helped reinforce our awareness that the relationship of iris and trabecular meshwork change on a second to second basis. The software GSP implements the Tsakok technique. It is now used for mean comparisons at 0.02 significance level (one significant figure) per pair. Unfortunately, it is not possible to apply GSP to the article by Loukovaara et al 3 because, ignoring baseline characteristics, they did not publish the sufficient statistics for ANOVA (sample means and standard deviations), obstructing the minimum requirement of facilitating independent verification.
M
For Table 3 , 1 there are significant mean differences between phakic and pseudophakic patients in their total number of breaks (preoperative and intraoperative), bestcorrected visual acuity (BCVA) 6 months after scleral buckling and BCVA 6 months after vitrectomy.
For Table 2 , 2 there is a significant mean difference between basal and after cyclopentolate for the resistive index (RI) of pseudoexfoliation syndrome (PXS).
There is little or no overlap, well below 95% with at least population, between the 99% confidence intervals of the clinical groups concerned.
The care taken with the data means that they deserve correct analysis, which they were denied.
The Tsakok technique is extended to the nonparametric problem of comparing samples using the article on constructing exact unconditional Uniformly Most Powerful Unbiased tests by Tsakok, 10 superseding the w 2 test or the Wilcoxon test. The Tsakok articles are reprinted 11 with further results.
